
Attend panels on writing the novel, securing 
agents,  preparing MFA applications, and 
getting published.
Participate in public readings.

Earn 6 units of U.C. Berkeley credit. 

Apply early. Space is limited. 

Questions? Write us at scwp@berkeley.edu.
Housing  and Financial aid available. 
Fees: $3,011 for UC Undergraduates, 

$3,635 for UC Graduate Students, and $3,065 for all others.

Attend panels on writing the novel, securing 
agents,  preparing MFA applications, and 
getting published.
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UC-Berkeley-Summer-Creative-Writing-Program

@thescwp

OUR UNIQUE SIX-WEEK 
PROGRAM offers aspiring, practicing, 

and experienced writers a sustained 
community in which to create, network, 

and live the writing life.

 The program offers workshops in fiction, 
poetry, and non-fiction. Make lifelong 

connections while enjoying master classes 
with renowned authors, meeting with 

agents, and attending and participating 
in panels. Specialized intensives such as 
novel writing and preparing the MFA 

application portfolio will also be offered.

Live the writing life
Live the writing life

Immerse yourself in the rich Bay Area literary 
scene. The City by the Bay has been home to 
and inspired a range of remarkable writers, 
from Chandler to Eggers to Ferlinghetti to 
Ginsberg to Kerouac to Thompson to Tan. 

Classes meet Monday through Thursday 
morning, leaving afternoons, evenings, and 
weekends free for writing, reading, and 
discovering why that thread of water tying 
the bay to the ocean is called the  
Golden Gate.

May 21st through June 28th

http://writing.berkeley.edu/writing-community/scwp
http://scwp.submishmash.com/submit
https://www.facebook.com/theSCWP
https://www.facebook.com/theSCWP
https://twitter.com/#!/thescwp
http://writing.berkeley.edu/writing-community/scwp


Workshop Faculty

Daniel Alarcón, 
2009 International Literature Prize.

Camille Dungy,  
Two-time recipient of the Northern 
California Book Award.

Anthony Swofford,  
Author of Jarhead.

Faith Adiele, the original Obama, is 
the author of Meeting Faith, a memoir 
about becoming Thailand’s first black 
Buddhist nun, which received the PEN 
Beyond Margins Award.

Shane Book’s poetry collection, Ceiling 
of Sticks, won the Prairie Schooner 
Book Prize. His work has appeared in 
seventeen anthologies and over forty-
five magazines.

David Lau, author of Virgil and the 
Mountain Cat, is a recipient of an 
Academy of American Poets Award. He 
co-edits Lana Turner: a Journal of Poetry 
and Opinion. 

Justin Torres is the author of We 
the Animals. He was the recipient of a 
Rolón Fellowship in Literature from 
United States Artists and a Wallace 
Stegner Fellowship from Stanford. 

Ryan Van Meter is the author of the 
essay collection If You Knew Then What 
I Know Now. His work has appeared 
in The Gettysburg Review, Iowa Review, 
and more

Micheline Aharonian Marcom 
has received fellowships and awards 
from the Lannan Foundation, 
Whiting Foundation, and PEN/USA. 
Her fifth book is forthcoming in 2013.

Master Classes

Brenda Hillman, 
Guggenheim Fellow.

Classes meet 9-12:30 Monday-Thursday, leaving 
afternoons and weekends free to write.  Many 
afternoons, we host events such as panels and readings. 

Writers, though, cannot live by pen and pixel alone.  
No classes meet on Fridays or weekends, so come along 
for a stroll through Oakland’s Art Murmur, or hop on 
BART for a jaunt into Fog City for Literary Clown 
Foolery at the Booksmith. Join us at the Vesuvio or 
skip across Jack Kerouac Alley to browse the shelves at 
the famous City Lights bookstore. A foodie are you? 
Visit Off the Grid at Fort Mason, or enjoy dim sum in 
Chinatown.  And, of course, there’s always Napa Valley. 
Whatever you choose, you’ll be in good company, even if 
you stay home to write!

Genres
Writers participate in a workshop and readings course 
in fiction, poetry, or nonfiction. Because our program is 
based on the immersive studio model, there is no multi-
genre track. 

Writing Workshops
These seminars are limited to 15 to ensure that your 
writing receives individual attention. Small classes 
are conducive to exploring new directions, as well as 
polishing mature drafts. 

Readings Courses
What can Philip Roth teach us about point of view, John 
d’Agata about language, Dylan Thomas about form? What 
can your favorite writer teach you? Develop an author’s eye 
for prose and verse as we read like writers. Good writers 
borrow; great writers steal. Or, as T.S. Elliot originally 
said, Immature poets imitate; mature poets steal.  

Master Classes
These are in-depth explorations of form and practice, 
ranging from mastering craft to harnessing inspiration. 
Each is followed by a colloquium, giving you an 
opportunity to ask about the art of letters, the writing 
life, and other topics during an intimate audience  
with a master. 

Panels
Participate in panels on publishing, securing an agent, 
book arts, and other topics. Meet writers and faculty in 
other genres, and gain practical knowledge on subjects 
ranging from MFA programs to supporting yourself  
as a writer. 

Readings
Read your own work and hear faculty read. Hearing 
writers read is always edifying.  Writing is a solitary craft; 
readings afford vital community in celebration of our art. 
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http://writing.berkeley.edu/writing-community/scwp

